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On Dec. 12, an unidentified government official cited by the Inter Press Service said Guyana's
population continues to decline due to massive emigration. Preliminary 1990 census results indicate
that the population has dropped from the 1980 total of 758,000. In the mid-1970s, the count came
to 850,000. A 1989 Inter-American Development Bank report said the population fell by 1% in
the 1980s. In early December, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) reported that economic
activity in Guyana had entered a recovery phase. The IMF praised the government for stabilizing
inflation and increasing foreign currency reserves, following 13 successive annual deficits. The Fund
predicted record output in the primary export sectors of rice, bauxite, gold and timber following the
privatization of many state-run industries. Government projections indicate GDP growth of between
3.5% and 4% in 1991, following six years of negative growth. According to Eileen Cox of the Guyana
Consumers Association, the minimum wage of US$0.60 per day is less than the price of a pound of
the cheapest meat, chicken, or a gallon of cooking oil. (Source: Inter Press Service, 12/12/91)
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